
Boundary wall to be raised from current 2.5m (8 feet 2 
inches) to 3.5m (11 feet 6 inches)- 'to enhance our 

privacy from activities on site'?

Dear Neighbours, 
Even though myself, as I am sure all of us, welcomes our new neighbour to our diverse community, I 

wanted to make you aware that the development at 3 Talfourd Road is planning to raise the southern 
boundary wall behind the Pelican Estate allotments across from Gannet House, clearly visible from 
Talfourd Road, by almost 3 ½ feet from the existing fence height. On February 9th at the meeting the 

planning team attended they stated that the wall will be 'about the same' as the existing hording but 
after further research into the submitted planning documents this was proven very wrong. Although I 
am sure the proposed planting (see extract below out of the planning document for information) will 
soften the appearance, I do believe that us as the local residents who will have to see this 1 ½ story 

high wall from our windows and on our street need to be aware of what is planned.

This is an extract from the Southwark Council planning website for application  11/AP/4249, Design and access 
statement - PART FOUR OF FOUR  2012-01-11  http://planningonline.southwarksites.com 
>>The raised southern boundary wall will provide necessary enhancements to the overall security of the site. At present, 
the southern boundary is exposed, with public access possible via the allotments between the site and Heron House, 
which are easily accessed off Talfourd Road
Through increasing the site boundary from 2.80m to 3.50m, the proposal will provide the increase in security required to 
ensure the security of rare and expensive artworks that will be both in production and displayed on-site.
The visual impact of this raised boundary will be softened through a range of planting, which have been chosen to flower 
at different times of the year. This 'green' boundary will offer a more pleasant view to the existing residents of Talfourd 
road, while the increase in height will serve to further enhance their privacy from future activities on the site itself.<<

The consultation deadline at the council has passed without us being properly informed of the impact 
but if you want to let your opinion be heard you can and though it is not guaranteed, chances are if 
we are quick enough that our feedback will feed into the planning decision. The person to contact is 

Terence McLellan at 020 7525 5365 or email to planning.applications@southwark.gov.uk, 
please always state the planning application number 11/AP/4249.

Suggestions for what to bring up are:
- pointing out that we very much welcome our new neighbour as an addition to our diverse 
community and we hope for a respectful coexistence.
- The fact that we welcome the sensitivity the plans are showing towards our built heritage in the fire 
station and 3 Talfourd Road, especially compared to  previous proposals
- Stating that we feel that the consultation has disguised the impact the southern boundary wall will 
have on the neighbourhood
 - That 'ensuring the security of the artwork'  needs to be done in a different way, not at the expense 
of the community, and that we do not feel that we need 'enhanced privacy from activities on site'
- That the planners need to reconsider raising the wall and if this is not possible look into other 
options and run an honest consultation with their neighbours once they have alternative suggestions.
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